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renewed and revivified, It would be just as possible that
Prussia, in a similar case, would contract an alliance with
Austria's enemies, as that the two Great Powers should act
loyally and steadfastly together against a common foe. He,
Bismarck, at least, would never take it upon himself, under
such circumstances, to recommend neutrality to the King,
Austria could choose between prosecuting her present anti-
Prussian policy, backed up by a Central-State coalition, or
entering into an honourable connection with Prussia, as he
earnestly hoped she would do,

Count Karolyi replied that, "The Imperial House could
not possibly renounce its traditional influence upon the
German Governments.*' Bismarck dented the existence of
that influence, pointing out that "from the couaucueement
of the Seven Years' War, Hanover and Hesse had been
politically guided by Prussia, and that in Prince Metier-
inch's time those States had hern admonished by Vicuna,
in the interest of the Austro Prussian understanding, to
follow the same leadership ; so that the alleged traditions of
the Austrian Imperial House only dated as far back as the
Schwarzenberg epoch, and the system to which they were
attached had not hitherto furthered the consolidation of
German alliances to any appreciable extent/' He further
observed that in 1851, after having conferred repeatedly
with Prince Metternkh upon this subject, he had hoped
" that Austria herself would perceive it to be the purpose of
a sagacious policy to obtain for Prussia a position in the
Confederation which might make it worth her while to
exert her whole strength for objects common to all the
German States; instead of which Austria had successfully
striven to injure Prussia's position hi the German Hunt I,
and to drive her to seek friends elsewhere. Her treatment
by the Vienna Cabinet seemed to be prompted by the